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May 20, 1898 520 

Since January of last year, a "gabinetebacteriologico" exists, joined 
to the institute. Of 26 cases of diphtheria, which were declared to the 
authorities, the bacteriological examination was executed 14 times, of 
which 12 times the examination was made in the institute. 

Three patients died of diphtheria. 

Through the institute were distributed gratuitously 273 bottles with 
serum, prepared by Eoux, and 86 bottles of serum antistreptococcique, 
prepared by Marmorek. 

Since last report, the following- named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health from this office: April 14, steamship Atala, 
British, for St. Lucia, West Indies. April 16, steamship Wordsworth, 
Belgian, for New York ; steamship Palatine, British, for St. Lucia, West 
Indies ; steamship Coleridge, British, for New York. April 18, steam- 
ship Carolina, French, for New Orleans. April 19, steamship Eastern 
Prince, British, for New York ; bark Artisana, British, for Pensacola. 
April 20, steamship Severn, British, for Baltimore ; steamship Herschel, 
British, for New York ; steamship Asti, German, for New York. 
Bespectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Acting Sanitary Inspector U. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Plague in Hongkong and Canton. 

Port Townsend Quarantine, 
Port Townsend, Wash., May 8, 1898. 
Sir : In connection with the recent increase of plague in Hongkong 
(78 cases and 50 deaths in two weeks ended April 5, 1898), it may be of 
interest to repeat statements made to me yesterday by the surgeon of 
the steamship Columbia, just arrived from Yokohama. While the ship 
lay at Hongkong, he went to Canton. The only report obtainable 
indicated 10 deaths from plague in the previous two weeks ; but he 
passed many funeral processions during the day, and gained the impres- 
sion that the disease was prevailing to a greater extent than reported. 
He also mentioned that a physician in Hongkong (and I infer it to be 
Dr. J. M. Atkinson, the British colonial surgeon in charge of the gov- 
ernment hospitals), in his investigations of plague, has discovered the 
bacillus of plague in the bodies of the common fleas, and infers that 
these may be a prolific source of the contagion, as they are to be found 
everywhere. 

Bespectfully yours, S. D. Brooks, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

V. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 

Legation of the United States, 

Constantinople, May 8, 1898. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit Dr. Zavitziano's health report No. 
190 on the subject of the bubonic plague at Djiddah. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

James B. Angell, 
Hon. Secretary of State. 



